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Fulbright Stresses Lack of Fermal Saigon Aid Bid

By RICHARD HALLORAN
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, - Sept. 24—
Senator J. W. Fulbright intends
to use the State Department’s
disclosure of the absence of a
formal, written request from
Saigon for American troops
‘“Yor all it's wornth” in making
his case against the war in
Vietnam, an aide to the Sena-
tor said today.
The spokesman said:that Mer.
Fulbright, chairman of
Forei elations C

: tate William P. R I
the implications of the jogk of
“such a request when tig-]
retary next appears befows the
© gommittee. )

The committee has ; ‘
ing t0 get Mr. Rogers tofentity
for several months. A $tate
Department spokesman  seM|
Mr. Rogers would appear &t &
“mutually satisfactory date”
after his return from the Unit-'
ad Nations General Asssmbly. :

The State Departmemt hoih
that the absence of a fosmal

uest does not underiine the
?oitica.l, constitutional or dip-
lomatic - basis for the presesce
of American troops in South
Vietnam.

" *Flouting of Right to Know’

Senator Fulbright, long - a
critic of United States involve-
ment in South Vietnam,” )
the issue to light Sept. 12 ‘on
the floor of the Senate, He
gan by stating that “in 1
of flouting by Government of-
ficials of the peopie’s right te;
know the facts, there has besn
no period in American higgory
comparable to that of our im-
volvement in Vietnam.”

The Arkansas Democrat said
he was struck by a report frees.
Gen. William C. Westmorelafd,
formerly the American com-
mander in Vietnam and m
Chief of Staff of the Army,
contained no mention of a re-

uest for American troops by

e South Vietnamese Govern-
ment. ,

The Senator said he wrote to
Secretary Rogers on May 12
asking for copies of any fi
request, saying that “questions
have been raised, from time to
time, concerning the c
stances under. which Usited
Stateg combet forostt-wees Hrst;
sent to Vietnam.” .

be regarded by our Govern-
from the Government of Viet-

nam.”
Mr. Torbert said that a com-

- sl of a constantly ¢

‘Constant Comsultation’

. After . four-month search,
which evidently turned up ho
formal request, the Stats De-

ent replied. H. G. Porbeet

. Acting Asistant Segretary
for Congressional R X
said the dispatch of troops “re-
sulted from a continuing 2

tpation.”
e continuing analysis to
h I have referred,” My.

wrote, “and the *‘?

" decisions resulting froms it,
were made in close and ¢pm-
stant consultation with °
Government of Vietnam.: ' §
% g the situa-

The

ment thereon, were such as tojto realize that Congress was

not asked for specific authority

ment as constituting a request{for the sending of Ames
soldiers to South Vietnam' i
indeed, that the Government o

r. Tor South Vietnam itself did net

muniqué issued by their Premier{make a written, formal request

of South Vietnam, Phan Huy|for these troops.”

largely secret United

States involvement in Laos.

an issue here in the
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